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The island of Sumatra, which, in point of situation and extent, holds a conspicuous rank on the

terraqueous globe, and is surpassed by few in the bountiful indulgences of nature, has in all ages

been unaccountably neglected by writers insomuch that it is at this day less known, as to the interior

parts more especially, than the remotest island of modern discovery; although it has been constantly

resorted to by Europeans for some centuries, and the English have had a regular establishment

there for the last hundred years. It is true that the commercial importance of Sumatra has much

declined. It is no longer the Emporium of Eastern riches whither the traders of the West resorted

with their cargoes to exchange them for the precious merchandise of the Indian Archipelago: nor

does it boast now the political consequence it acquired when the rapid progress of the Portuguese

successes there first received a check. That enterprising people, who caused so many kingdoms to

shrink from the terror of their arms, met with nothing but disgrace in their attempts against Achin,

whose monarchs made them tremble in their turn. Yet still the importance of this island in the eye of

the natural historian has continued undiminished, and has equally at all periods laid claim to an

attention that does not appear, at any, to have been paid to it.
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The reprint is terrible

This is a late 18C book long in the public domain (the 1811 edition is the best). There are plenty of

free editions on line. Oxford did a scholarly reprint with an introduction by John Bastin that's worth

owning. But who is this Amanda Lee?: I wish you gave us a way to filter out these greedily and

deceptively repackaged open-access books being sold for profit as "new" books when we run a

search.
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